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WE CLAIM : 



l . A method of detecting a nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
providing a type oi nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, 

the oligonucleotides on each nanoparticle having a sequence complementary to the sequence 

of at least two portions of the nucleic acid; 

contacting the nucleic\acid and the nanoparticles under conditions effective 

to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the two or more 

portions of the nucleic acid; and \ 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the 

oligonucleotides on the nanoparticIeswhh~thevnucleic acid. 




having a sequence complement. 



2. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
contacting the nicleic acid with at l^MwcftypeT of nanoparticles having 
oligonucleotides attached there o, the ojigi>m1cTe^des on the first type of nanoparticles 

p^tfa*flrst portion of \he sequence of the nucleic acid, the 
oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles having a sequence complementary to 
a second portion of the sequence^ of the nucleic^acid^the contacting taking place under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with 
the nucleic acid; and ^ 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid. 



3. The method of Claim 2 wherein the contacting conditions include freezing 
and thawing. 

4. The method of Claim 2 wherein the contacting conditions include heating. 
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5. The method of Claim\2 wherein the detectable change is observed on a solid 

surface. 

6. The method of Claim ^ wherein the detectable change is a color change 
observable with the naked eye. 



7. The method of Claim 6 wherein the color change is observed on a solid 



surface. 



8. The method of Claim 2 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 



9. The method of Claim 2/wherein the oligonucleotides attached to the 
nanoparticles are labeled on their ends not attacned to the nanoparticles with molecules that 
produce a detectable change upon hybridization of the ^oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles 
with the nucleic acid. 



10. The method of Claim 9 wherein the nanoparticles are metallic or 
semiconductor nanoparticles and the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles are 
labeled with fluorescent molecules. \ 



1 1 . The method of Claim 2 wherein: 

the nucleic acid has a third portion located between the first and second 
portions, and the sequences of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles do not include 
sequences complementary to this third portion of the nucleic acid; and 

the nucleic acid is further contacted with\a filler oligonucleotide having a 
sequence complementary to this third portion of the nucleicacid, the contacting taking place 
under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the filler oligonucleotide with the nucleic 
acid. 
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12. The method of Claim 2 wherein the nucleic acid is viral RNA or DNA. 

1 3 . The method of Claim £ wherein the nucleic acid is a gene associated with a 

disease. 

14. The method of Claim 2 wherein the nucleic acid is a bacterial DNA. 

15. The method of Claim 2 wherein the nucleic acid is a fungal DNA. 

16. The method of Claim 2 / wtereir? s the nucleic acid is a synthetic DNA, a 
synthetic RNA, a structurally-modifieo^atural or synthetic RNA, or a structurally-modified 
natural or synthetic DNA. 

1 7. The method of Claim Awherem the nucleicWid is from a biological source. 



18. The method of Claim 2 wherein the nucleic acid is a product of a polymerase 
chain reaction amplification. \i \ J 



1 9. The method of Claim 2 wherein the nucleic acid is contacted with the first and 
second types of nanoparticles simultaneously. 



20. The method of Claim 2 wherein the nucleic acid is contacted and hybridized 
with the oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles before being contacted with the 
second type of nanoparticles. 



2 1 . The method of Claim 20 wherein the first type of nanoparticles is attached to 
a substrate. 
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22. The method of Claim 2 
hybridization with the oligonucleotides 
triple-stranded complex. 



wherein the nucleic acid is double-stranded and 
on the nanoparticles results in the production of a 



23. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 

providing a substrate having a first type of nanoparticles attached thereto, the 
nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a 
sequence complementary to a first portion of the sequence of a nucleic acid to be detected; 

contacting said nucleic acid with the nanoparticles attached to the substrate 
under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles 
with said nucleic acid; 

providing a second type of rianoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequ/nce^complementaryto one or more other portions 
of the sequence of said nucleic acid; 

contacting said nucleic acid bound^fo the substrate with the second type of 
nanoparticles under conditions effectiveJcWlow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the 
second type of nanoparticles with said nucleic acid; and \ 

observing a detectable change. \ ^ 



24. The method of Claim 23 wherein the\substrate has a plurality of types of 
nanoparticles attached to it in an array to allow for the detection of multiple portions of a 
single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple differentmucleic acids, or both. 



25 . A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
providing a substrate having a first type ofmanoparticles attached thereto, the 
nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a 
sequence complementary to a first portion of the sequence of a nucleic acid to be detected; 
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contacting saidVucleic acid with the nanoparticles attached to the substrate 
under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles 
with said nucleic acid; 

providing a second\type of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to one or more other portions 
of the sequence of said nucleic acid;\ 

contacting said nucleic\acid bound to the substrate with the second type of 
nanoparticles under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the 
second type of nanoparticles with said nucleic acid; 

providing a binding oligonucleotide having a selected sequence having at least 
two portions, the first portion being complementary to at least a portion of the sequence of 
the oligonucleotides on the second type o^fanopartkles; 

contacting the binding oligonucleotide with the second type of nanoparticles 
bound to the substrate under conditions effective to allowjiybridization of the binding 
oligonucleotide to the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles; 

providing a third type^Hiano^ having oligonucleotides attached 

thereto, the oligonucleotides having a^qjuence complementary to the sequence of a second 
portion of the binding oligonucleotide; 

contacting the third type ofi nanoparticles with the binding oligonucleotide 
bound to the substrate under conditions effective tallow hybridization of the binding 
oligonucleotide to the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles; and 

observing a detectable change. 



26. The method of Claim 25 wherein the substrate has a plurality of types of 
nanoparticles attached to it in an array to allow for the detection of multiple portions of a 
single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic\acids, or both. 



27. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 

I5l 
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contacting a nucleic acid to be detected with a substrate having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, theloligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
a first portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the substrate with said 
nucleic acid; \ 

contacting said nucleic acid bound to the substrate with a first type of 
nanoparticles having one or more types^of oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least one of 
the types of oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a second portion of the 
sequence of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with said nucleic acid; 

contacting the first type of nanoparticles bound to the substrate with a second 
type of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides on the 
second type of nanoparticles having a sequence complementary to at least a portion of the 
sequence of one of the types of oligonucleptide^on the first type of nanoparticles, the 
contacting taking place under conditions! effective to allow hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides on the first and seconcUypes of nanoparticles; and 

observing a detectable ihai 




28. The method of Claim 27 wherein the first type of nanoparticles has only one type 
of oligonucleotides attached thereto, thl oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary 
to the second portion of the sequence \f said nucleic acid and to at least a portion of the 
sequence of the oligonucleotides on the second type\of nanoparticles. 



29. The method of Claim 28 further comprising contacting the second type of 
nanoparticles bound to the substrate with the first type of nanoparticles, the contacting taking 
place under conditions effective to allow hybridization\of the oligonucleotides on the first 
and second types of nanoparticles. 
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30. The method of Claim 27 wherein the first type of nanoparticles has at least two 
types of oligonucleotides attached thereto, the first type of oligonucleotides having a 
sequence complementary to the\second portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, and the 
second type of oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to the sequence of at least 
a portion of the oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles. 



31. The method of Claim\30 further comprising contacting the second type of 
nanoparticles bound to the substrate with the first type of nanoparticles, the contacting taking 
place under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the first 
and second types of nanoparticles. 



32. The method of Clai; 



oligonucleotides attached to it in/an array to 




the substrate has a plurality of types of 
for the detection of multiple portions of 



a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple di^erem nucleic acids, or both. 



33 . The method of any Weof Claims 23-32 wherein the substrate is a transparent 
substrate or an opaque white substrate. 

34. The method of Claim 33 wherein\the detectable change is the formation of 
dark areas on the substrate. 



35. The method of any one of Claims 23-\32 wherein the nanoparticles are made 



of gold. 



36. The method of any one of Claims 23-32 wherein the substrate is contacted 
with silver stain to produce the detectable change. 
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37. The method of W one of Claims 23-32 wherein the detectable change is 
observed with an optical scanner. 

38. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
contacting a nucleic acid to be detected with a substrate having 

oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
a first portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the substrate with said 
nucleic acid; \ 

contacting said nucleic acid bound to the substrate with a type of 
nanoparticles having oligonucleotides Attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a 
sequence complementary to a secono^5rtiori of the sequence of said nucleic acid, the 
contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides on the nanoparticlesi with said nucleic-aciS; 

contacting the substratkwith Wefs^i to produce a detectable change; and 

observing the detectablechange. 

1 \ , 

39. The method of Claim 38 wherein the nanoparticles are made of a noble metal. 

40. The method of Claim 39 wherein thenanoparticles are made of gold or silver. 

41. The method of Claim 38 wherein the\ubstrate has a plurality of types of 
oligonucleotides attached to it in an array to allow for the detection of multiple portions of 
a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different\nucleic acids, or both. 

42. The method of any one of Claims 38-41 wherein the detectable change is 
observed with an optical scanner. 
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43. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
contacting a nucleic acid to be detected with a substrate having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
a first portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the substrate with said 
nucleic acid; \ 

contacting said nucleic acid bound to the substrate with liposomes having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
a portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under conditions 
effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the liposomes with said nucleic 
acid; ^ 

contacting the Iiposomes^>ouiKk^ the substrate with a first type of 
nanoparticles having at least a first type oligonucleotides attached thereto, the first type of 
oligonucleotides having a hydrophobic group attached to the end not attached to the 
nanoparticles, the contacting taking place underVonditjons^ective to allow attachment of 
the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles to tije-liposomes as a result of hydrophobic 
interactions; and 

observing a detectable change. 



44. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising 
contacting a nucleic acid to be detected with a substrate having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
a first portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, tne contacting taking place under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the substrate with said 
nucleic acid; ^ 

contacting said nucleic acid bound to the substrate with liposomes having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
a portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under conditions 
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effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the liposomes with said nucleic 
acid; \ 

contacting the liposomes bound to the substrate with a first type of 
nanoparticles having at least a first type oligonucleotides attached thereto, the first type of 
oligonucleotides having a hydrophobic group attached to the end not attached to the 
nanoparticles, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow attachment of 
the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles to the liposomes as a result of hydrophobic 
interactions; \ 

contacting the first type of nanoparticles bound to the liposomes with a second 



type of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, 

no[ ^ 

attached thereto which have a sequence corhplTmeriry to at least a portion of the sequel" 



the first type of nanopart^lesjiaving a second type of oligonucleotides 
1 have a sequence complementary to at 
of the oligonucleotides on the second typeof nanoparticles, 



the oligonucleotides o\i the sec^ype^f nanoparticles having a 
sequence complementary to at least a^W^seLnce of ^ ^ ^ of 
oligonucleotides on the first type of nanofiarficles \ 

the contacting taking plaW under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on thirst and second tyU of nanoparticles; and 
observing a detectable change. 

45. The method of Claim 43 or 44 wherein the\ubstrate has a plurality of types of 
oligonucleotides attached to it in an array to allow for the\detection of multiple portions of 
a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both. 

46. The method of Claim 43 or 44 wherein the nloparticles are made of gold. 

47. The method of Claim 43 or 44 wherein the subslrate is contacted with silver 
stain to produce the detectable change. 



156 



48. The method of any one of Claims 43 or 44 wherein the detectable change is 
observed with an optical scanner. 



49. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
providing a substrate having a first type of nanoparticles attached thereto, the 

nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a 

sequence complementary to a first portion of the sequence of a nucleic acid to be detected; 

contacting said nucleic acid with the nanoparticles attached to the substrate 

under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles 

with said nucleic acid; \^ 

providing an aggregate probe comprising at least two types of nanoparticles 

having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate probe being 



bound to each other as a result of the hybridization o^some of the oligonucleotides attached 
to them, at least one of the types oAnanoparticles of the aggregate probe having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequenc^compjementary to a second portion 
of the sequence of said nucleic acid;^ 

contacting said nucleicWid>dund to the substrate with the aggregate probe 
under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the aggregate 
probe with said nucleic acid; and 

observing a detectable cKange. 



50. The method of Claim 49 wherein the substrate has a plurality of types of 
nanoparticles attached to it in an array to allow for the^etection of multiple portions of a 
single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both. 

51. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
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providing a substrate having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 
oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a first portion of the sequence of a 
nucleic acid to be detected; 

providing an aggregate probe comprising at least two yypes of nanoparticles 
having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate probe being 
bound to each other as a result of the hybridization of some of the oligonucleotides attached 
to them, at least one of the types of nanoparticles of the aggregate probe having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto^hich have a sequence complementary to a second portion 
of the sequence of said nucleic acid; 

contacting said nucleic acid, the substrate and the aggregate probe under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of said nucleic acid with the oligonucleotides on 
the aggregate probe and with the oligonucleotide\on the substrate; and 

observing a detectable change. 



52. The method of Claim 5 1 wherein said nucleic acid is contacted with the substrate 
so that said nucleic acid hybridize! with the^oligonucleotides on the substrate, and said 
nucleic acid bound to the substrate is\t^ncon^cted witiWhe aggregate probe so that said 
nucleic acid hybridizes with the oligonucleotides on the aggregate probe. 



53. The method of Claim 51 wherein saidyiucleic acid is contacted with the 
aggregate probe so that said nucleic acid hybridizesXwith the oligonucleotides on the 
aggregate probe, and said nucleic acid bound to the aggregate probe is then contacted with 
the substrate so that said nucleic acid hybridizes with the oligonucleotides on the substrate. 

54. The method of Claim 51 wherein said nucleic acklMs contacted simultaneously 
with the aggregate probe and the substrate. 
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55. The method of Claim 51 wherein the substrate has a plurality of types of 
oligonucleotides attached to it in aAarray to allow for the detection of multiple portions of 
a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both. 

56. A method of detecting riucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
providing a substrate having oligonucleotides attached thereto; 
providing an aggregate probe comprising at least two types of nanoparticles 

having oligonucleotides attached thereto,^ the nanoparticles of the aggregate probe being 
bound to each other as a result of the hybridization of some of the oligonucleotides attached 
to them, at least one of the types of nanoparticles of the aggregate probe having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto which havea sequence complementary to a first portion of 



the sequence of a nucleic acid to be detected^_^ 

providing a type of nanoparticles having at least two types of oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, the first type of oligonucleotides having-a'sequence complementary to a 
second portion of the sequence of said nucleic\acid, the second type of oligonucleotides 
having a sequence complementary to a^least a portion of the sequence of the 
oligonucleotides attached to the substrate 



:1! \ \ 



contacting said nucleic acid, the aggregate probe, the nanoparticles and the 
substrate, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow hybridization of 
said nucleic acid with the oligonucleotides on the aggregate probe and on the nanoparticles 
and hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the oligonucleotides on 
the substrate; and 

observing a detectable change. 



57. The method of Claim 56 wherein said nucleic acid is contacted with the 
aggregate probe and the nanoparticles so that said nucleic acid hybridizes with the 
oligonucleotides on the aggregate probe and with the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles, 
and said nucleic acid bound to the aggregate probe and nanoparticles is then contacted with 
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the substrate so that the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles hybridize with the 
oligonucleotides on the substrate, 

58. The method of Claim 56 wherein said nucleic acid is contacted with the 
aggregate probe so that said nucleic acid hybridizes with the oligonucleotides on the 
aggregate probe, said nucleic acid bound to the aggregate probe is then contacted with the 
nanoparticles so that said nucleic acid \hybridizes with the oligonucleotides on the 
nanoparticles, and said nucleic acid bound to the aggregate probe and nanoparticles is then 
contacted with the substrate so that the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles hybridize with 
the oligonucleotides on the substrate. 



59. The method of Claim 56 wherein said nucleic acid is contacted with the 
aggregate probe so that said nucleic acid hyb^idizes\with the oligonucleotides on the 

; contacted wltf 

v I \ \ 

oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles hybridize with the oligonucleotides on the substrate, 

\ I \ 

and said nucleic acid bound to the aggregate probe^isthen contacted with the nanoparticles 
bound to the substrate so that said nucleic acid hybridizes with the oligonucleotides on the 
nanoparticles. y\ \ 

\ ^ 

60. The method of Claim 56 wherein the substrate has the oligonucleotides attached 
to it in an array to allow for the detection of multiple portions of a single nucleic acid, the 
detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both. 



6 1 . The method of any one of Claims 49-60 wherein the substrate is a transparent 
substrate or an opaque white substrate. 

62. The method of Claim 61 wherein the detectable change is the formation of 
dark areas on the substrate. 
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63^ The method of any one of Claims 49-60 wherein the nanoparticles in the 
aggregate probe are made of gold. 

64. The method of any one of Claims 49-60 wherein the substrate is contacted with 
a silver stain to produce the detectable change. 



65. The method of any one of Claims 49-60 wherein the detectable change is 
observed with an optical scanner. 



66. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
contacting a nucleic acid to be detected with a substrate having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, thVoligwiucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
a first portion of the sequence^of said nucleicacjd,^the contacting taking place under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of thewigonucleotides on the substrate with said 



nucleic acid; 

ud nuclei 




contacting said nucleic acid bound to the substrate with liposomes having 



\x . \ 

oligonucleotides attached theretoXthe oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
a portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, th\con)acting taking place under conditions 
effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the liposomes with said nucleic 
acid; \^ 

providing an aggregate probe comprising at least two types of nanoparticles 
having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate probe being 
bound to each other as a result of the hybridization of some of the oligonucleotides attached 
to them, at least one of the types of nanoparticles of the aggregate probe having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a hydrophobic group attached to the end not 
attached to the nanoparticles; 
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contacting the liposomes bound to the substrate with the aggregate probe 
under conditions effective to allow attachment of the oligonucleotides on the aggregate probe 
to the liposomes as a result of hydrophobic interactions; and 

observing a detectable change. 



67. The method of Claim 66 wherein the nanoparticles in the aggregate probe are 
made of gold. 

68. The method of Claim 66 wherein the substrate is contacted with a silver stain to 
produce the detectable change. 



69. The method of Claim 66 wherein the substrate has a plurality of types of 
oligonucleotides attached to it in an array to allow for the^detection of multiple portions of 
a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleicacids, or both. 



\ 




70. A method of detecting nucle^acid^having at least two portions comprising: 
providing a substrate having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 
oligonucleotides having a sequence compIementary\o a first portion of the sequence of a 
nucleic acid to be detected; ^ \ 

providing a core probe comprising at least two types of nanoparticles, each 
type of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto which are complementary to 
the oligonucleotides on at least one of the other types of nanoparticles, the nanoparticles of 
the aggregate probe being bound to each other as a result of the hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides attached to them; ^ 

providing a type of nanoparticles having two types of oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, the first type of oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a 
second portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, the second type of oligonucleotides 
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having a sequence complementary \o a portion of the sequence of the oligonucleotides 
attached to at least one of the types of nanoparticles of the core probe; 

contacting said nucleic^acid, the nanoparticles, the substrate and the core 
probe under conditions effective to allow hybridization of said nucleic acid with the 
oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles and with the oligonucleotides on the substrate and to 
allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the oligonucleotides 
on the core probe; and ^ 

observing a detectable change. 



7 1 . The method of Claim 70 wherein said nucleic acid is contacted with the substrate 
so that said nucleic acid hybridizes with the oligonucleotides on the substrate, and said 
nucleic acid bound to the substrate is then contacted with the nanoparticles so that said 
nucleic acid hybridizes with the oligonucleotides on^the nano ^articles, and the nanoparticles 
bound to said nucleic acid are contacted with the core probe so that the oligonucleotides on 
the core probe hybridize with the oligonucleotides onythe nanoparticles. 



72. The method of Claim 70 wherein said nucleic acid is contacted with the 
nanoparticles so that said nucleic acid hybridizes with the Oligonucleotides on the 
nanoparticles, said nucleic acid bound to the hanopartic^es is then contacted with the 
substrate so that said nucleic acid hybridizes with the oligonucleotides on the substrate, and 
the nanoparticles bound to said nucleic acid are contacted with the core probe so that the 
oligonucleotides on the core probe hybridize with the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles. 



73. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least tvvo portions comprising: 
providing a substrate having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 
oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a first portior\of the sequence of a 
nucleic acid to be detected; 
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providing a core probe comprising at least two types of nanoparticles, each 
type of nanoparticlesViaving oligonucleotides attached thereto which are complementary to 
the oligonucleotides on at least one other type of nanoparticles, the nanoparticles of the 
aggregate probe being \o\md to each other as a result of the hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides attached to^them; 

providing a type of linking oligonucleotides comprising a sequence 
complementary to a second portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid and a sequence 
complementary to a portion of thesequence of the oligonucleotides attached to at least one 
of the types of nanoparticles of the^core probe; 

contacting said nucleic acid, the linking oligonucleotides, the substrate and 
the core probe under conditions effective to allow hybridization of said nucleic acid with the 
linking oligonucleotides and with the \ oligonucleotides on the substrate and to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides^ on^e linking oligonucleotides with the 
oligonucleotides on the core probe; and A 

observing a detectable change\ 

74. The method of any one of CIaims'70-73 wherein the substrate has a plurality of 
types of oligonucleotides attached to it umn array^to allow for the detection of multiple 
portions of a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple^ different nucleic acids, or both. 



75. The method of any one of Claims 70-73 wherein the substrate is a transparent 
substrate or an opaque white substrate. 

76. The method of Claim 76 wherein the detectable change is the formation of 
dark areas on the substrate. 

77. The method of any one of Claims 70-73 wherein the nanoparticles in the core 
probe are made of gold. 
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78. The method of any one of Claims 70-73 wherein the substrate is contacted with 
a silver stain to produce the detectable\change. 

79. The method of any one 6^f Claims 70-73 wherein the detectable change is 
observed with an optical scanner. 



80.. A method of detecting a nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
providing nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto; 
providing one or more types of binding oligonucleotides, each of the binding 
oligonucleotides having two portions, the sequence of one portion being complementary to 
the sequence of one of the portions of the nucleic acid and the sequence of the other portion 
being complementary to the sequence of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles; 

contacting the nanoparticles and thV binding oligonucleotides under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of the ^oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with 
the binding oligonucleotides; 




contacting the nucleic acid and the binding oligonucleotides under conditions 
effective to allow hybridization of the binding^oli^nucieotides with the nucleic acid; and 



observing a detectable change) 

81. The method of Claim 80 wherein theWnoparticles are contacted with the 
binding oligonucleotides prior to being contacted withlthe nucleic acid. 



82. A method of detecting a nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
providing nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto; 
providing one or more binding oligonucleotides, each of the binding 
oligonucleotides having two portions, the sequence of one portion being complementary to 
the sequence of at least two portions of the nucleic acid and the sequence of the other portion 
being complementary to the sequence of the oligonucleotide^ on the nanoparticles; 
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contacting the nanoparticles and the binding oligonucleotides under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with 
the binding oligonucleotides; \ 

contacting the nucleic acid and the binding oligonucleotides under conditions 
effective to allow hybridization of the binding oligonucleotides with the nucleic acid; and 

observing a detectable change. 



83. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 

contacting the nucleic acid with at least two types of particles having oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, \ 

the oligonucleotides on the first type of rjarticles having a sequence complementary 
to a first portion of the sequence of the nucleic acid and being labeled with an energy donor, 

the oligonucleotides on the second type^fNparticles having a sequence 
complementary to a second portion of the sequence of the nucleic acid and being labeled 
with an energy acceptor, ^ | \^ 

the contacting taking place under conditions effective ta allow hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides on the particles with the nucleicvacid; and 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the oligonucleotides 
on the particles with the nucleic acid. \ \ \| 



84. The method of Claim 83 wherein the energy donor and acceptor are 
fluorescent molecules. 



85. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
providing a type of microspheres having oligonucleotides attached thereto, 
the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a first portion of the sequence of 
the nucleic acid and being labeled with a fluorescent molecule; 
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providing a type of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, 
the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a second portion of the sequence 
of the nucleic acid, nanoparticles being capable of producing a detectable change; 

contacting uie nucleic acid with the microspheres and the nanoparticles under 
conditions effective to allowhybridization of the oligonucleotides on the microspheres and 
on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid; and 

observing a change in fluorescence, another detectable change produced by 
the nanoparticles, or both. 



86. The method of Claim 85 wherein the detectable change produced by the 
nanoparticles is a change in color. 



87. The method of Claim 85 whereirTthe microspheres are latex microspheres and 
the nanoparticles are gold nanoparticles, and changes in fluorescence, color or both are 
observed. 




88. The method of Claim jjpfurther comprising placing a portion of the mixture 
of the latex microspheres, nanoparticles and nucleic acid in an observation area located on 
a microporous material, treating the microporous material so as to remove any unbound gold 
nanoparticles from the observation area, and then observing the changes in fluorescence, 
color, or both. 



89. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
providing a first type of metallic on semiconductor nanoparticles having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotidesWving a sequence complementary to 
a first portion of the sequence of the nucleic acid and being labeled with a fluorescent 
molecule; 
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providing a second type of metallic or semiconductor nanoparticles having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
a second portion of the sequence of the nucleic acid and being labeled with a fluorescent 
molecule; \ 

contacting the nucleic acid with the two types of nanoparticles under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the two types of 
nanoparticles with the nucleic acid; and ^ 

observing changes in fluorescence. 



90. The method of Claim 89 furtheYomprising placing a portion of the mixture 
of the nanoparticles and nucleic acid in an observation area located on a microporous 
materia], treating the microporous material so as to remove any unbound nanoparticles from 
the observation area, and then observing the changes in fluorescence. 




91 . A method of detecting nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 

providing a type of particle llaving^ligonu^leotides' attached thereto, the 
oligonucleotides having a first portion and! a second^portion, both portions being 
complementary to portions of the sequence of theliucleic acid; 

providing a type of probe oligorLcleotides comprising a first portion and a 
second portion, the first portion having a sequence complementary to the first portion of the 
oligonucleotides attached to the particles and both portions being complementary to portions 
of the sequence of the nucleic acid, the probe oligonucleotides further being labeled with a 
reporter molecule at one end; ^ . 

contacting the particle and the probe oligonucleotides under conditions 
effective to allow for hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the particles with the probe 
oligonucleotides to produce a satellite probe; ^ 

then contacting the satellite probe with the nucleic acid under conditions 
effective to provide for hybridization of the nucleic acid with the probe oligonucleotides; 
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removing the particles; and 
detecting the reporter molecule. 

92. The method of Claim 9 1 wherein the particles are magnetic and the reporter 
molecule is a fluorescent molecule. 

93. The method of Claim 91 wherein the particles are magnetic and the reporter 
molecule is a dye molecule. 

94. The method of Claim 91 wherein the particles are magnetic and the reporter 
molecule is a redox-active molecule. 



95. A kit comprising at least one container, the container holding a composition 
comprising at least two types of nanoparticles'haVin^ oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 
oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles having a sequence complementary to the 
sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid, the oligonucleotides on the second type of 
nanoparticles having a sequence compjementary to the sequence of a second portion of the 
nucleic acid. 



96. The kit of Claim 95 ^prein^the composition in the container further 
comprises a filler oligonucleotide having a sequence complementary to a third portion of the 
nucleic acid, the third portion being located between the first and second portions. 



97. The kit of Claim 95 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 

98. The kit of Claim 95 further comprising a solid surface. 

99. A kit comprising at least two containers, 
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the first container molding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto which have a sequence complementary to the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic 
acid, and \ 

the second container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto which have a sequence complementary to the sequence of a second portion of the 
nucleic acid. 



100. The kit of Claim 99 comprising a third container holding oligonucleotides 
having a sequence complementary to a third portion of the nucleic acid, the third portion 
being located between the first and second portions. 



101. The kit of Claim 99 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 

102. The kit of Claim 99 further comprising a solid surface. 



103. A kit comprising at least two containers, 

the first container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto which have a sequence complementary to the Sequence of a first portion of a binding 




oligonucleotide, and 

the second container holding one or more types of binding oligonucleotides, 
each of which has a sequence comprising at least two portions, the first portion being 
complementary to the sequence of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles and the second 
portion being complementary to the sequence of a portion of a nucleic acid. 



1 04. The kit of Claim 1 03 which comprises additional containers, each holding an 
additional binding oligonucleotide, each additional binding oligonucleotide having a 
sequence comprising at least two portions, the first portion being complementary to the 
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sequence of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles and the second portion being 
complementary to the sequence of another portion of the nucleic acid. 

1 05. The kit of Claim 1 03 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 

1 06. The kit of Claim 1 03 furfher comprising a solid surface. 



107. A kit comprising: 

a container holding one type of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto and one or more types of binding ^oligonucleotides, each of the types of binding 
oligonucleotides having a sequence comprising^ least two portions, the first portion being 
complementary to the sequence of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles, whereby the 
binding oligonucleotides are hybridized^ me\)ligon\icleotides on the nanoparticles, and the 
second portion being complementary lb the se\juence\of oneor more portions of a nucleic 
acid. 



108. A kit comprising at le* st one container, vthe container holding metallic or 
semiconductor nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides 
having a sequence complementary to a portion of a nucleic acid and having fluorescent 
molecules attached to the ends of the oligonucleotides not attached to the nanoparticles. 



109. A kit comprising: 

a substrate, the substrate having Attached thereto nanoparticles, the 
nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached (thereto which have a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid; and 

a first container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto which have a sequence complementary to the Sequence of a second portion of the 
nucleic acid. 
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110. The kit of Claim 1 0l9 further comprising: 

a second container W>I ding a binding oligonucleotide having a selected 
sequence having at least two portions, the first portion being complementary to at least a 
portion of'he sequence of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles in the first container; and 

a third container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to the sequence of a second 
portion of the binding oligonucleotide. 

111. A kit comprising at least three containers: 
the first container holding nanoparticles; 

the second container holding a first oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid; and 

the third container holding a second oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a second/poijtion iof the nucleic acid. 

1 12. The kit of Claim 1 1 1 further comprising a fourth-container holding a third 
oligonucleotide having a sequence compfejnentai^^ of a third portion of the 
nucleic acid, the third portion being located between themrst and second portions. 

1 13. The kit of Claim 1 1 1 further comprising a'substrate. 

114. The kit of Claim 1 1 3 further comprising: 

a fourth container holding a binding Oligonucleotide having a selected 
sequence having at least two portions, the first portion being complementary to at least a 
portion of the sequence of the second oligonucleotide; and 

a fifth container holding an oligonucleotide having a sequence complementary 
to the sequence of a second portion of the binding oligonucleotide. 
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1 1 5 . The kit of Claim 1 ft wherein the oligonucleotides, nanoparticles, or both bear 
functional groups for attachment oftthe oligonucleotides to the nanoparticles. 

116. The kit of Claim 113 wherein the substrate, nanoparticles, or both bear 
functional groups for attachment of the nanoparticles to the substrate. 

1 1 7. The kit of Claim 1 1 3 wherein the substrate has nanoparticles attached to it. 

118. The kit of Claim 1 1 1 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 

119. A kit comprising: 

a substrate having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid; 

a first container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto, some of which have a sequence complen*eptary,to the sequence of a second portion 
of the nucleic acid; and 

a second container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto which have a sequence complementary to atUgasTabortion of the sequence of the 
oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticleJ[jffthe first container. 

1 20. A kit comprising: 
a substrate; 

a first container holding nanoparticles; 

a second container holding a first oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid; 

a third container holding a second oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a second portion of the nucleic acid; and 



\ 
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a fourth container holding a third oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to at least a portion of the sequence of the second oligonucleotide. 

121. The kit of Claim 120, wherein the oligonucleotides, nanoparticles, substrate 
or all bear functional groups for attachment of the oligonucleotides to the nanoparticles or 
for attachment of the oligonucleotides to the substrate. 

1 22. The kit of Claim 1 20 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 

123. A kit comprising: 
a substrate having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequence 

complementary to the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid; 

a first container holding liposomes having oligonucleotides attached thereto 
which have a sequence complementary to the se$uence\f a second portion of the nucleic 
acid; and 

a second container holding Nanoparticles hWing at least a first type of 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the firstVpe o^figwiucl^otides having a hydrophobic 
group attached to the end not attached to mejffianopartjcles. 

1 24. The kit of Claim 1 23 wherein:! 
the nanoparticles in the second container have a second type of 

oligonucleotides attached thereto, the second type of oligonucleotides having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of the oligonucleotides on a K second type of nanoparticles; 
and the kit further comprises: 

a third container holding a second type\ of nanoparticles having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to 
at least a porti 
nanoparticles. 



at least a portion of the sequence of the second type of oligonucleotides on the first type of 
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125. A kit comprising^ 
a substrate, the Wibstrate having attached thereto nanoparticles, the 

nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of aVirst portion of a nucleic acid; and 

a first container holding an aggregate probe comprising at least two types of 
nanoparticles having oligonucleotides\attached thereto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe being bound to each other as^a result of the hybridization of some of the 
oligonucleotides attached to them, at least one of the types of nanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequence complementary to a 
second portion of the sequence of the nucfeic acid. 

1 26. A kit comprising: 
a substrate, the substrate having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 

oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary-to^the sequence of a first portion of a 
nucleic acid; and 

a first container holding an aggregate probe \ comprising at least two types of 
nanoparticles having oligonucleotides aVached thereto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe being bound to each other as \ result of^the^hybridization of some of the 
oligonucleotides attached to them, at least jiiKrofthe types of lanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequence complementary to a 
second portion of the sequence of the nucleic acid. 



127. The kit of Claim 126 wherein the substrate has a plurality of types of 
oligonucleotides attached to it in an array to allow for the detection of multiple portions of 
a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both. 



128. A kit comprising: 

a substrate having oligonucleotides attached thereto; 
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a first container holding an aggregate probe comprising at least two types of 
nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe being bound to each otfter as a result of the hybridization of some of the 
oligonucleotides attached to them, & least one of the types of nanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequence complementary to a 
first portion of the sequence of the mkleic acid; and 

a second container holding nanoparticles having at least two types of 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the\first type of oligonucleotides having a sequence 



complementary to a second portion of thfe sequence of the nucleic acid, and the second type 

:or 

of the oligonucleotides attached to the suostrate 



of oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to at least a portion of the sequence 



a second portion of the nucleic 



1 29. A kit comprising: 

a substrate, the substrate having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 
oligonucleotides having a sequ^ce/complementary to\hej>equence of a first portion of 
nucleic acid; \ / 

a first container hoI^ngjjpofSonies having Oligonucleotides attached thereto 
which have a sequence complenjenlary to the sequence of 
acid; and l \ 

a second container homing an aggregate prcibe comprising at least two types 
of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thWeto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe being bound to each other as a result of the \ 

hybridization of some of the oligonucleotides attached to them, at least one of the types of 
nanoparticles of the aggregate probe having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a 
hydrophobic group attached to the end not attached to the nanoparticles. 

130. The kit of any one of Claims 125-129 wherein the substrate is a transparent 
substrate or an opaque white substrate. 
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13 1. The kit oAany one of Claims 125-129 wherein the nanoparticles of the 
aggregate probe are made of gold. 

1 32. A kit comprising at least three containers: 
the first container holding nanoparticles; 

the second container holding a first oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid; and 

the third container ^holding a second oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of aWond portion of the nucleic acid. 



133. The kit of Claim 132 further comprising a fourth container holding a third 
oligonucleotide having a sequence complementary to the sequence of a third portion of the 
nucleic acid, the third portion being located between the first and second portions. 



134. The kit of Claim 132 further comprising\a substrate. 




135. The kit of Claim 13^ 
' a fourth container hjbldjng'^binding oligonucleotide having a selected 

sequence having at least two portions, the first\portion being complementary to at least a 
portion of the sequence of the secono^oligonucleotide; and\ 

a fifth container holding an oligonucleotide having a sequence complementary 
to the sequence of a second portion of the binding oligonucleotide. 



1 36. The kit of Claim 1 32 wherein the oligonucleotides, nanoparticles, or both bear 
functional groups for attachment of the oligonucleotides to the nanoparticles. 



137. The kit of Claim 134 wherein the substrate, nanoparticles, or both bear 
functional groups for attachment of the nanoparticles to the substrate. 
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1 38. The kit of Claim 1 34 wherein the substrate has nanoparticles attached to it. 

139. The kit of Claim 132 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 

140. A kit comprising: 

a substrate havinrioligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of\a first portion of a nucleic acid; 

a first container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto, some of which have a sequence complementary to the sequence of a second portion 
of the nucleic acid; and \ 

a second container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto which have a sequence complementary to at least a portion of the sequence of the 
oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparti;cle7^r?the first container. 

141. A kit comprising: 
a substrate; 

a first container holding^&ioparticles; 

a second container holding a first oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid; 

a third container holding a second oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a second portion of the nucleic acid; and 

a fourth container holding a third ^oligonucleotide having a sequence 
complementary to at least a portion of the sequence of the second oligonucleotide. 




142. The kit of Claim 141 wherein the oligonucleotides, nanoparticles, substrate 
or all bear functional groups for attachment of the oligonucleotides to the nanoparticles or 
for attachment of the oligonucleotides to the substrate. 
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1 43 . The kit of Claim 1 4 1 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 

144. A kit comprising: 

a substrate havmg oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid; 

a first container holding liposomes having oligonucleotides attached thereto 
which have a sequence complementary to the sequence of a second portion of the nucleic 
acid; and \^ 

a second container holding nanoparticles having at least a first type of 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, theyirst type of oligonucleotides having a hydrophobic 
group attached to the end not attached to the nanoparticles. 

O \ 
Ci 145. The kit of Claim 144 wherein: 



m 



the nanoparticles in the \second container have a second type of 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the second type of oligonucleotides having a sequence 
jj« complementary to the sequence of the oligonucleotides on a second type of nanoparticles; 

and the kit further comprises: 

a third container holding a\s^condtype of nanoparticles having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the ohjpnu^Ieotides having a sequence complementary to 
at least a portion of the sequence of ttfesLcond type of oligonucleotides on the first type of 



G 

H 

hi 
O 



hh nanoparticles. \ \ \ 



1 46. A kit comprising at least two containers, 

the first container holding particles having oligonucleotides attached thereto 
which have a sequence complementary to the sequenced a first portion of a nucleic acid, 
the oligonucleotides being labeled with an energy donor on the ends not attached to the 
particles, 



179 



4149-1-1-1-1 



the second Container holding particles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto which have a sequence complementary to the sequence of a second portion of a 
nucleic acid, the oligonucleotides being labeled with an energy acceptor on the ends not 
attached to the particles. 

1 47. The kit of Claim 1 46\wherein the energy donor and acceptor are fluorescent 
molecules. 



148, A kit comprising at least one container, the container holding a first type of 
particles having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a sequence complementary to 
the sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid, the oligonucleotides being labeled with an 
energy donor on the ends not attached to the particles, and a second type of particles having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto which havea sequencfe^complementary to the sequence of 
a second portion of a nucleic acid, the oligonucleotides being labeled with an energy acceptor 
on the ends not attached to the particles. 




1 49. The kit of Claim 148 wherein the energy donor and acceptor are fluorescent 
molecules. 

150. A kit comprising: 

a first container holding a type of microspheres having oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequenceVomplementary to a first portion of 
the sequence of a nucleic acid and being labeled with a fluorescent molecule; and 

a second container holding a type of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a second portion 
of the sequence of the nucleic acid. 
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151. Thekh of Claim\l50 wherein the microspheres are latex microspheres and the 
nanoparticles are gold nanoparticles. 

1 52. The kit of Claim )\50 further comprising a micropores material. 

153. A kit comprising: 

afirstcontainerholdmLfirsttypeofmetallicorsemiconductor nanoparticles 
havmg oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence 
complementary to a first portion of the sequence of a nucleic acid and being labeled with a 
fluorescent molecule; and \ 

a second container holding ^second type of metallic or semiconductor 
nancpamcles having oligonucleotides -d&W the oligonucleotides having a 
sequence commentary ,o a second portion of the ^uence of a nucleic acid and being 
labeled with a fluorescent molecule. ' 



1 54. The kit of Claim 1 53 l^coifemg a nkroporous material 

\ \ \ 

155. A k,t comprising a container holding a satellite probe, the satellite probe 
ising: \ 

a particle having attached thereto oligonucleotides, the oligonucleotides 
havmg a firs, portion and a second portion, both portions having sequences complementary 
to portions of the sequence of a nucleic acid; and \ 

probe oligonucleotides hybridized to th\ oligonucleotides attached to the 
nanoparticles, *e probe oligonucleotides having a first poLn and a second portion the first 
porton having a sequence complementary to the sequence of the first portion of the 
ohgonucleotides attached to the particles, both portions hiving sequences complementary 
to portions of the sequence of the nucleic acid, the probe oligonucleotides further having a 



comprising: 



reporter molecule attached to one end. 

I8l 



1 56. A k comprising a container holding an aggregate probe, the aggregate probe 
comprising at least tira types of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 
nanoparticles of the aggregate probe being bound to each other as a result of the 
hybridization of some ok oligonucleotides attached to them, at least one of the types of 
nanoparticles of the aggregate probe having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a 
sequence complementary to avportion of the sequence of a nucleic acid. 

157. A kit comprising a container holding an aggregate probe, the aggregate probe 
comprising at least two types of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 
nanoparticles of the aggregate prob\; being bound to each other as a result of the 
hybridization of some of the oligonucleotides attached to them, at least one of the types of 
nanoparticles of the aggregate probe having oligonucleotides attached thereto which have a 
hydrophobic group attached to the end not\ttachedjoJbe nanoparticles. 

158. An aggregate probe, the aggregate probe comprising at least two types of 
nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attac/edWreto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe being bound to each other as\a /result of the hybridiLion-of some of the 
oligonucleotides attached to them, at leastU«oft^ i-tvpesoTn^opLcles of the aggregate 
probe having oligonucleotides attached fhejSo~which have a sequence complementary to a 
portion of the sequence of a nucleic acid. 

1 59. The aggregate probe of Claim 1 58 comprising two types of nanoparticles each 
having two types of oligonucleotides attached thereto, the first type of oligonucleotides 
attached to each type of nanoparticles having a sequence complementary to a portion of the 
sequence of a nucleic acid, the second type of oligonucleotides attached to the first type of 
nanoparticles having a sequence complementary to at least a\portion of the sequence of the 
second type of oligonucleotides attached to the second type oVnanoparticles. 
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160. The aggregate Wobe of Claim 158 comprising three types of nanoparticles 
having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the oligonucleotides attached to the first type of 
nanoparticles having a sequence complementary to at least a portion of the sequence of the 
oligonucleotides attached to the second type of nanoparticles, the oligonucleotides attached 
to the second type of nanoparticles^having a sequence complementary to at least a portion of 
the sequence of the oligonucleotides attached to the first type of nanoparticles, and the third 
type of nanoparticles having two types of oligonucleotides attached thereto, the first type of 
oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a portion of the sequence of a nucleic 
acid, and the second type of oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to at least 
a portion of the sequence of the oligonucleotides attached to the first or second type of 
nanoparticles. 



161. An aggregate probe, the^afgregate iprobe comprising at least two types of 
nanoparticles having oligonucleotide/ attached thereto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe being bound to each other/ as a result of the hybridization of some of the 
oligonucleotides attached to them, atlleast onebf the type^y>fria1^ of the aggregate 
probe having oligonucleotides attached thereto^^ave a hydrophobic group attached to 
the end not attached to the nanopartic! 



1 62. A kit comprising a container holding a core pro^be, the core probe comprising 
at least two types of nanoparticles having dligonucleptides attached thereto, the nanoparticles 
of the core probe being bound to each other as a result of the hybridization of some of the 
oligonucleotides attached to them. 



163. The kit of Claim 162 further comprising\a substrate having oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequenc^complementary to a first portion of 
the sequence of a nucleic acid to be detected. 
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167. 



A substrate having nanoparticlesVttached thereto. 



anach r ™r bs * a,eofcia ™^\^ 

169. A metallic or semiconductor nanoparticJe having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto t he llgonuc)eotides ^ )abe]ed ^ ^ \ ^ ^ 

attached to the nanoparticle. 



1 70. A satellite probe comprising: 
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a particle halving attached thereto oligonucleotides, the oligonucleotides 
having a first portion and a second portion, both portions having sequences complementary 
to portions of the sequence of\a nucleic acid; and 

probe oligonucleotides hybridized to the oligonucleotides attached to the 
nanoparticles, the probe oligonucleotides having a first portion and a second portion, the first 
portion having a sequence complementary to the sequence of the first portion of the 
oligonucleotides attached to the particles, both portions having sequences complementary 
to portions of the sequence of the nucleic acid, the probe oligonucleotides further having a 
reporter molecule attached to one endl 



1 7 1 . A method of nanofabrication comprising 

providing at least one type^oflinking oligonucleotide having a selected 
sequence, the sequence of each type of (inking oligonucleotide having at least two portions; 

providing one or more types of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto, the oligonucleotides on each of the types of nanoparticles having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of a portion of a linkin^ojigoj^cleotide; and 

contacting the linking oligomicleGtio'eTanTn^o under conditions 

effective to allow hybridization of th^Wgwi^leotides on the nanoparticles to the linking 
oligonucleotides so that a desired nanomateriaJ or nanostructure is formed wherein the 
nanoparticles are held together by oligonucleotide connectors. 



1 72. The method of Claim 1 7 1 wherein at least two types of nanoparticles having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto are provided, the oligonucleotides on the first type of 
nanoparticles having a sequence complementary to a first portion of the sequence of a linking 
oligonucleotide, and the oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles having a 
sequence complementary to a second portion of the sequence of the linking oligonucleotide. 
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173. The method of Claim 171 or 172 wherein the nanoparticles are metallic 
nanoparticles, semiconductor naftoparticles, or a combination thereof. 

174. The method of ClaiVn 173 wherein the metallic nanoparticles are made of 
gold, and the semiconductor nanopaVticles are made of CdSe/ZnS (core/shell). 

1 75. A method of nanofabrication comprising: 

providing at least two types of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto, \ 

the oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles having a sequence 
complementary to that of the oligonucleotides on the second of the nanoparticles; 

the oligonucleotides on the^econltype of nanoparticles having a sequence 
complementary to that of the oligonucleotides on tKe first type of nanoparticles; and 

contacting the first an/ second types of nanoparticles under conditions 
effective to allow hybridization of the 'iligonucleotidesU the nanoparticles to each other so 
that a desired nanomaterial or nanostrttcture is formedr 

176. The method of ClaiA 1 75 \ wherein the nanoparticles are metallic 
nanoparticles, semiconductor nanoparticles, (A combination thereof. 

\ ^ 

1 77. The method of Claim 176 wherein the metallic nanoparticles are made of 
gold, and the semiconductor nanoparticles are made of CdSe/ZnS (core/shell). 

178. Nanomateriais or nanostrucrures^composed of nanoparticles having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, the nanoparticles being held together by oligonucleotide 
connectors. 
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1 79. The nanomaterials or nanostructures of Claim 1 78 wherein at least some of the 
oligonucleotide connectors^are triple-stranded. 

1 80. The nanomatenVl s or nanostructures of Claim 1 78 wherein the nanoparticles 
are metallic nanoparticles, semiconductor nanoparticles, or a combination thereof. 



181. The nanomaterials or nanostructures of Claim 180 wherein the metallic 
nanoparticles are made of gold, and the semiconductor nanoparticles are made of CdSe/ZnS 
(core/shell). 



1 82. A composition comprising at least two types of nanoparticles having 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, tne oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles 
having a sequence complementary totthe sequence of a first portion of a nucleic acid or a 
linking oligonucleotide, the oligonucleotides On the second type of nanoparticles having a 
sequence complementary to the sequence of a second portion of the nucleic acid or linking 
oligonucleotide. 



183. The composition of^parrrTTlte wherein the nanoparticles are metallic 
nanoparticles, semiconductor nanoparticles,\or a combination thereof. 



1 84. The composition of Claim 1 83 wherein the metallic nanoparticles are made 
of gold, and the semiconductor nanoparticles are made of CdSe/ZnS (core/shell). 



185. An assembly of containers comprising: 



thereto, and 



thereto, 



a first container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 



a second container holding nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
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the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles in the first container having 
a sequence complementary to that^f the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles in the 
second container, 

the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles in the second container 
having a sequence complementary \to that of the oligonucleotides attached to the 
nanoparticles in the second container. 

186. The assembly of CMim\l85 wherein the nanoparticles are metallic 
nanoparticles, semiconductor nanop^iclesW^xortibination thereof. 

1 87. The assembly of Claim 1 86 wlferein the metallic nanoparticles are made of 
gold, and the semiconductor nanopartietgSjare rViade of CdSe/ZnS (core/shell). 



1 88. A nanoparticle 



thereto. 




tfy of different oligonucleotides attached 



1 89. A method of separating aWlected nucleic acid having at least two portions 
from other nucleic acids, the method comprising: 

providing two or more types of nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto, the oligonucleotides on each of the types of nanoparticles having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of one of the bortions of the selected nucleic acid; and 

contacting the nucleic acids andfeanoparticles under conditions effective to 
allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on ihe nanoparticles with the selected nucleic 
acid so that the nanoparticles hybridized^ t^e selec\ed nucleic acid aggregate and 
precipitate. 



1 90. A method of binding oligonucleotide^ to charged nanoparticles to produce 
stable nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates, the method comprising: 
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providing oligonucleotides having covalently bound thereto a moiety 
composing a functional group whicA can bind to the nanoparticles; 

con^cdngmeoligonulleotidesandmenanoparticlesinwaterforaperiodof 
tune sufficient to allow at least some if the oligonucleotides to bind to the nanoparticles- 

addlnBatle ^ one ^tomew a tertoform a salt S olution ( mei 0 nicstren g th 
ofthe salt solution being sufficient to overcome at least partly the electrostatic attraction 
or repulsion ofthe oligonucleotides for the nanoparticles and the electrostatic repulsion of 

the oligonucleotides for each other, and \ 



contacting the oligonucleotides and nanoparticles in the salt solution for ; 

sufficient additional oligonucleotides to bind to 



» r — wwwo in uic »mi solution ior an 

addmonalperiodoftime sufficient to allow sufficient additional oligonucleotides 
the nanoparticles to produce the stable nanopWticle-oligonucleotide conjugates. 



191. The method of Claim 1 90 whereirrUienanoparticles are metal nanoparticles 

or semiconductor nanoparticles. 

192. The method of Claim I9l w|ereinL^artic1^ e gold nanoparticles. 

193. ^"WhodefCtatainJi 

which can bind to the nanoparticles is an alk|nethiol3 



194. The method of Claim 190 wherein all o^the salt is added to the water in a 

single addition. 



1 95. The method of Claim 1 90 wherein the salt is added gradually 



over time. 



196. The method of Claim 190 wherein the sal is selected from the group 
consisting of sodium chloride, magnesium chloride, potlssium chioride, ammonium 
chlonde, sodium, acetate, ammonium acetate, a combination of two or more of these salts,' 
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one of these salts in a phosphate buffer\and a combination of two or more these salts in a 
phosphate buffer. 

1 97. The method of Claim 1 96 wherein the salt is sodium chloride in a phosphate 

buffer. 



1 98. The method of Claim 1 90 wherein nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates 
are produced which have the oligonucleotides present on surface of the nanoparticles at 
surface density of at least 10 picomoles/cm 2 . 



1 99. The method of Claim 1 98 wherein ^oligonucleotides are present on surface 
of the nanoparticles at a surface density of at least 1 5 picomoles/cm 2 . 

200. The method of Claim 1 99 wherein me\iigonucieotides are present on surface 
of the nanoparticles at a surface density of from about isjpicombles/cm 2 to about 40 
picomoles/cm 2 . 



201. A method of binding oligonucleotides to nanoparticles to produce 
nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates, the method comprising: ^ 

providing oligonucleotides, the oligonucleotides comprising at least one type 
of recognition oligonucleotides, each of the recognition oligonucleotides comprising a spacer 
portion and a recognition portion, the spacer portion being designed so that it can bind to the 
nanoparticles; and \ 

contacting the oligonucleotides and the nanoparticles under conditions 
effective to allow at least some of the recognition oligonucleotides to bind to the 
nanoparticles to produce the nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates. 
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202. The method of Claim 20 1 wherein each of the spacer portions of the 
recognition oligonucleotides has a moiety covalently bound thereto, the moiety comprising 
a functional group which can bindtto the nanoparticles 

203 . The method of ClaimuO 1 wherein the nanoparticles are metal nanoparticles 
or semiconductor nanoparticles. 

204. The method of Claim 20*3 wherein the nanoparticles are gold nanoparticles. 

205. The method of Claim 204 wherein the spacer portion comprises at least about 
10 nucleotides. 

206. The method of Claim 205 wlierein^e spacer portion comprises from about 
10 to about 30 nucleotides. 



207. The method of Claim 206 wherein the bases of the nucleotides of the spacer 

1\ 

are all adenines, all thymines, all cytosi^raflmracils, or all guanines. 



208. A method of binding \oligonuCleotides\ to nanoparticles to produce 
nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates, the method comprising: 

providing oligonucleotides, the oligonucleotides comprising: 
a type of recognition oligonucleotides; and 
a type of diluent oligonucleotides; 
contacting the oligonucleotides with the nanoparticles under conditions 
effective to allow at least some of each of the types^of oligonucleotides to bind to the 
nanoparticles to produce the nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates. 
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209. The method of Claim 208 wherein the nanoparticles are metal nanoparticles 
or semiconductor nanoparticles. 

2 1 0. The method of Claim 209 wherein the nanoparticles are gold nanoparticles. 



211. The method of Claim 208^ wherein each of the recognition oligonucleotides 
comprises a spacer portion and a recognition portion, the spacer portion being designed so 
that it can bind to the nanoparticles. 



212. The method of Claim 211 wherein each of the spacer portions of the 
recognition oligonucleotides has a moiety covalently bound thereto, the moiety comprising 
a functional group which can bind to the nanoparticles. 




213. The method of Claim 21 1 whereuyhe spacer portions of the recognition 
oligonucleotides comprises at least about 10 nucleotides. 




214. The method of Claim 2 1 3 
oligonucleotides comprises from about 10 nucleotides to about 30 nucleotides. 



whej^in^efspacer portions of the recognition 



215. The method of Claim 2 1 1 wherein the bases of the.nucleotides of the spacer 
are all adenines, all thymines, all cytosines, all uracils or all guanines. 



2 1 6. The method of Claim 2 1 1 wherein the diluent oligonucleotides contain about 
the same number of nucleotides as are contained in the spacer portions of the recognition 
oligonucleotides. \ 
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217. The method ot Claim 216 wherein the sequence of the diluent 
oligonucleotides is the same as pe sequence of the spacer portions of the recognition 
oligonucleotides. 

218. The method of Claim\208 wherein the oligonucleotides comprise at least two 
types of recognition oligonucleotides. 



219. A method of binding oligonucleotides to charged nanoparticles to produce 
nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates, the method comprising: 

providing oligonucleotides having covalently bound thereto a moiety 
comprising a functional group which can bind to the nanoparticles, the oligonucleotides 
comprising: ^ 

a type of recognitiolTollgonucleotides; and 
a type of diluent oligonucleotides; 
contacting the oligonucleotides with the nanoparticles in water for a period 
of time sufficient to allow at least sclme of\each^of-&elypes of oligonucleotides to bind to 
the nanoparticles; 

adding at least one salt to the water to form a salt solution, the ionic strength 
of the salt solution being sufficient to overcome at least partially the electrostatic attraction 
or repulsion of the oligonucleotides for the nanoparticles and the electrostatic repulsion of 
the oligonucleotides for each other; and ^ 

contacting the oligonucleotides and nanoparticles in the salt solution for an 
additional period of time sufficient to allow additional oligonucleotides of each of the types 
of oligonucleotides to bind to the nanoparticles toWoduce the nanoparticle-oligonucleotide 
conjugates. 



220. The method of Claim 2 1 9 wherein the nanoparticles are metal nanoparticles 
or semiconductor nanoparticles. 
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221 . The method of ClaiW 220 wherein the nanoparticles are gold nanoparticles. 

22Z ^-thodofCIaimW iwhereinthemoietycompnsingafunctiona, group 
which can bind to the nanoparticles is\an alkanethiol. 

223. T^e method of Claim 2l\> wherein al. of the salt is added to the water in a 
single addition. 



224. The method of Claim 2 1 9 therein the salt is added gradually 



over time. 



225. The method of Claim the salt is selected from the group 

consisting of sodium chloride, magnesiiml chloSde, potassium chloride, ammonium 
chlonde sodium, acetate, ammonium aceite, a comLtion of two or more of these salts 
one of these salts in a phosphate buffer, a|d a \ombinJ,tiorof two or more these salts in - 
phosphate buffer. 




226. ^n,eu 1 odofClaim225wnere,nt h esal M ssodiumchlo ri dei„ aphoS phate 

buffer. \ m r 



227. The method of Claim 219 wherein nLparticle-oligonuc.eotide conjugates 
are produced which have the oligonucleotides are pre en, on surface of the nanoparticles at 
a surface density of at least 10 picomoles/cm : . 

228. Theme m odofClaim227whereintheolilonucleotidesarepresentonsurface 
of the nanoparticles at a surface density of at least 1 5 pilomoles/cm'. 
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229. The method of Claim 228 wherein the oligonucleotides are present on surface 
of the nanoparticles at a surface density of from about 15 picomoles/cm 2 to about 40 
picomoles/cm 2 . 



230. The method of Claim 2 1 9^ wherein each of the recognition oligonucleotides 
comprises a spacer portion and a recognition portion, the spacer portion having attached to 
it the moiety comprising a functional group which can bind to the nanoparticles. 



23 1 . The method of Claim 230 wherein the spacer portion comprises at least about 
10 nucleotides. 

232. The method of Claim 23 1 wherein th\ spacer portion comprises from about 
10 to about 30 nucleotides. 



233. The method of Claim 230 wherejitfhe bases of the nucleotides of the spacers 
are all adenines, all thymines, ail cytosines, all uracils, or all guanines. 



234. The method of Claim 230 wherein the diluent oligonucleotides contain about 
the same number of nucleotides as are contained in. the spacer portions of the recognition 
oligonucleotides. 



235. The method of Claim 234 wherein the sequence of the diluent 
oligonucleotides is the same as the sequence of the ^spacer portions of the recognition 
oligonucleotides. 



236. The method of Claim 2 1 9 wherein the oligopucleotides comprise at least two 
types of recognition oligonucleotides. 
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237. Nanoparticle-oliconucleotide conjugates which are nanoparticles having 
oligonucleotides attached to them, the oligonucleotides being present on surface of the 
nanoparticles at a surface density sufficient so that the conjugates are stable, at least some 
of the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to at least one portion of the 
sequence of a nucleic acid or anotheAoligonucleotide.. 



238. The conjugates of Claim 237 wherein the oligonucleotides are present on 
surface of the nanoparticles at a surface density of at least 10 picomoles/cm 2 



239. The nanoparticles of Claim 23 8 wherein the oligonucleotides are present on 
surface of the nanoparticles at a surface density of at least 15 picomoles/cm 2 . 

240. The nanoparticles of Claim 23$ wherein the oligonucleotides are present on 
surface of the nanoparticles at a surface density ^f^oWabout 15 picomoles/cm 2 to about 40 
picomoles/cm 2 . 

241. The nanoparticles of Claim 237\ wherein the nanoparticles are metal 
nanoparticles or semiconductor nanoparticles. 

242. The nanoparticles of Claim 241 wherein the nanoparticles are gold 
nanoparticles. 

243. Nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached to them, the oligonucleotides 
comprising at least one type of recognition oligonucleotides, each of the recognition 
oligonucleotides comprising a spacer portion and a recognition portion, the spacer portion 
being designed so that it is bound to the nanoparticles, trie recognition portion having a 
sequence complementary to at least one portion of the sequence of a nucleic acid or another 
oligonucleotide. 
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244. The nanoparticles ofAClaim 243 wherein the spacer portion has a moiety 
covalently bound to it, the moiety comprising a functional group through which the spacer 
portion is bound to the nanoparticles. 

245. The nanoparticles of Clairrj 243 wherein the spacer portion comprises at least 
about 10 nucleotides. 

246. The nanoparticles of Claim 245 wherein the spacer portion comprises from 
about 10 to about 30 nucleotides. 



247. The nanoparticles of Claim 243 wherein the bases of the nucleotides of the 
spacer portion are all adenines, all mymineSyalfcyto^ines, all uracils or all guanines. 

248. The nanoparticles of Claim |243>4ierein the oligonucleotides are present on 
surface of the nanoparticles at a surface derfsity of^at east 10 picomoles/cm 2 . 



249. The nanoparticles of Claim 248 wherein the oligonucleotides are present on 

*at\east 15 pic~ — t~„/„.~2 



surface of the nanoparticles at a surface density of < 



! picomoles/cm 2 . 



250. The nanoparticles of Claim 249 wherein the oligonucleotides are present on 
surface of the nanoparticles at a surface density of fromVbout 1 5 picomoles/cm 2 to about 40 
picomoles/cm 2 . 



251. The nanoparticles of Claim 243 wherein the nanoparticles are metal 
nanoparticles or semiconductor nanoparticles. 



252. The method of Claim 25 1 wherein the nanoparticles are gold nanoparticles. 
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253. Nanoparticles haying oligonucleotides attached to them, the oligonucleotides 
comprising: \ 

at least one type of recognition oligonucleotides, each of the types of 
recognition oligonucleotides comprising a sequence complementary to at least one portion 
of the sequence of a nucleic acid or another oligonucleotide; and 

a type of diluent oligonucleotides. 



254. The nanoparticles of Claim 253 wherein, each of the recognition 
oligonucleotides comprises a spacer porlion and a recognition portion, the spacer portion 
being designed so that it is bound to the^ nanoparticles, the recognition portion having a 
sequence complementary to at least one portion of the sequence of a nucleic acid or another 
oligonucleotide. 




255. The nanoparticles of Claim 254 wherein the spacer portion has a moiety 
covalently bound to it, the moiety comprising a functional group through which the spacer 
portion is bound to the nanoparticles. 



256. The nanoparticles of Claim 254 whereinfhe spacer portion comprises at least 
about 10 nucleotides. ^ 



257. The nanoparticles of Claim 256 wherein the spacer portion comprises from 
about 10 to about 30 nucleotides. 



258. The nanoparticles of Claim 254 wherein the bases of the nucleotides of the 
spacer portion are all adenines, all thymines, all cyt\>sines, all uracils or all guanines. 



259. The nanoparticles of Claim 253 wherein the oligonucleotides are present on 
surface of the nanoparticles at a surface density of at least 10 picomoles/cm 2 . 
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260. The nanoparticlesxof Claim 259 wherein the oligonucleotides are present on 
surface of the nanoparticles at a surface density of at least 1 5 picomoles/cm 2 . 



26 1 . The nanoparticles of ^laim 260 wherein the oligonucleotides are present on 
surface of the nanoparticles at a surface density of from about 1 5 picomoles/cm 2 to about 40 
picomoles/cm 2 . 



262. The nanoparticles of Claim 254 wherein the diluent oligonucleotides contain 
about the same number of nucleotides as are contained in the spacer portions of the 
recognition oligonucleotides. 



263. The nanoparticles of Claim 262 wherein the sequence of the diluent 
oligonucleotides is the same as that piNjhe spacer portions of the recognition 
oligonucleotides. 




264. The nanoparticles of Claim>253 \wherein the nanoparticles are metal 
nanoparticles or semiconductor nanoparticles.\ 

\ 

265. The nanoparticles of Claim 264 wherein the nanoparticles are gold 
nanoparticles. 



266. A method of detecting a nucleic acid comprising: 

contacting the nucleic acid with at least one type of nanoparticle-oligonucleotide 
conjugates according to any one of Claims 237-242 under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid; and 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the oligonucleotides 
on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid. \ 
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267. A method of detecting a nucleic acid comprising: 

contacting the nucleic acid with at least one type of nanoparticles according to any 
one of Claims 243-265 under conditions effective to allow hybridization of at least one of 
the types of recognition oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid; and 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the recognition 
oligonucleotides with the nucleic acid. 



268. A method of detecting a nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
providing a type of nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates according to any 

one of Claims 237-242, the oligonucleotides on each nanoparticle having a sequence 

complementary to the sequence of at lea^two~pbrtions of the nucleic acid; 

contacting the nucleic acid and the! conjugates under conditions effective to 

allow hybridization of the oligonucleqtidesjDn^the^nanoparticles with the two or more 

portions of the nucleic acid; and 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the 

oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid. 



269. A method of detecting a nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
contacting the nucleic acid with at least two types of nanoparticle- 
oligonucleotide conjugates according to any one of^CIaims 237-240, the oligonucleotides on 
the nanoparticles of the first type of conjugates having a sequence complementary to a first 
portion of the sequence of the nucleic acid, the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles of the 
second type of conjugates having a sequence complementary to a second portion of the 
sequence of the nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid; and 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid. 
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270. The metjiod of Claim 269 wherein the contacting conditions include freezing 
and thawing. 

271. The method ofCIaim 269 wherein the contacting conditions include heating. 

272. The method of Claim 269 wherein the detectable change is observed on a 
solid surface. 

273. The method of Claim\269 wherein the detectable change is a color change 
observable with the naked eye. 

274. The method of Claim 273\wherein N the color change is observed on a solid 
surface. 

275. The method of Claim 2^9 wherejn-the nanoparticles are metal nanoparticles 
or semiconductor nanoparticles. 

276. The method of Claim 269 wherein the nanoparticles are gold nanoparticles. 



277. The method of Claim 269 wherein the oligonucleotides attached to the 
nanoparticles are labeled on their ends not attached to the^nanoparticles with molecules that 
produce a detectable change upon hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles 
with the nucleic acid. 



278. The method of Claim 277 wherein the nanoparticles are metallic or 
semiconductor nanoparticles and the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles are 
labeled with fluorescent molecules. 
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279. The method of Claim 269 wherein: 

the nucleic acid has a third portion located between the first and second 
portions, and the sequences of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles do not include 
sequences complementary to this third portion of the nucleic acid; and 

the nucleic acid is further contacted with a filler oligonucleotide having a 
sequence complementary to this third portion of the nucleic acid, the contacting taking place 
under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the filler oligonucleotide with the nucleic 
acid. 

280. The method of Claim 269 wherein the nucleic acid is viral RNA or DNA. 

281. The method of Claim 269 wherein the nucleic acid is a gene associated with 
a disease. 

282. The method of Claim 269 iWhereiA the nuclei^ acid is a bacterial DNA. 

283. The method of Claim 269-\$herein the nucleic acid is a fungal DNA. 

284. The method of Claim 269 wherein the nucleic acid is a synthetic DNA, a 
synthetic RNA, a structurally-modified natural or synthetic RNA, or a structurally-modified 
natural or synthetic DNA. 

285. The method of Claim 269 wherein the\ nucleic acid is from a biological 

source. 

286. The method of Claim 269 wherein the Wcleic acid is a product of a 
polymerase chain reaction amplification. 
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287. The method of Claim 269 wherein the nucleic acid is contacted with the first 
and second types of conjugates simultaneously. 

288. The method of Claim 269 wherein the nucleic acid is contacted and 
hybridized with the oligonucleotides on thfe nanoparticles of first type of conjugates before 
being contacted with the second type of conjugates. 

289. The method of Claim 288 wherein the first type of conjugates is attached to 
a substrate. 

290. The method of Claim 269 wherein the nucleic acid is double-stranded and 
hybridization with the oligonucleotides on the narfoparticles results in the production of a 
triple-stranded complex. 




291. A method of detecting a nucleicjacid haying at leaittwo portions comprising: 
providing a type of nanopartic ts^acconding to any one of Claims 243-252 

having recognition oligonucleotides attached, ffiereto, the recognition oligonucleotides on 
each nanoparticle comprising a sequence corriplementary to the sequence of at least two 

portions of the nucleic acid; \ ^ 

contacting the nucleic acid and the nanoparticles under conditions effective 
to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the narloparticles with the two or more 
portions of the nucleic acid; and \ 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid.l 

292. A method of detecting nucleic acid having at feast two portions comprising: 



contacting the nucleic acid with at least two typ^es of nanoparticles according 
to any one of Claims 243-250 having recognition oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 
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recognition oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles comprising a sequence 
complementary to a first portion W the sequence of the nucleic acid, the recognition 
oligonucleotides on the second type oV nanoparticles comprising a sequence complementary 
to a second portion of the sequence or the nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under 
conditions effective to allow hybridization of the recognition oligonucleotides on the 
nanoparticles with the nucleic acid; and^ 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the 
recognition oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid. 

293. The method of Claim 292 wherein the contacting conditions include freezing 
and thawing. 

294. The method of Claim 292 wherein the contacting conditions include heating. 

295. The method of Claim 292|(vhere\ ^e^ectable change is observed on a 
solid surface. 

296. The method of Claim 292 wherein the detectable change is a color change 
observable with the naked eye. 

297. The method of Claim 296 wherein the ^color change is observed on a solid 
surface. 

298. The method of Claim 292 wherein the nanoparticles are metal nanoparticles 
or semiconductor nanoparticles. 

299. The method of Claim 298 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 



204 



4149-1-1-1-1 



300. The method of Claim 2<te wherein the recognition oligonucleotides attached 
to the nanoparticles are labeled on their ends not attached to the nanoparticles with molecules 
that produce a detectable change upon\hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the 
nanoparticles with the nucleic acid. 

301. The method of Claim 300 Wherein the nanoparticles are metallic or 
semiconductor nanoparticles and the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles are 
labeled with fluorescent molecules. 

302. The method of Claim 292 wherein: 
the nucleic acid has a third portion located between the first and second 

portions, and the sequences of the oligonucleotides''6n~the nanoparticles do not include 
sequences complementary to this third portion of the nuclei : acid; and 



the nucleic acid is further conupc ted\with a 
sequence complementary to this third portion of 
under conditions effective to allow hybridizati 
acid. 



Iller oligonucleotide having a 
he nucleiclbid, the contacting taking place 
of the\filler oligonucleotide with the nucleic 



303. The method of Claim 292 wherein the nucleic acid is viral RNA or DNA. 

304. The method of Claim 292 wherein the nucleic acid is a gene associated with 
a disease. 

305. The method of Claim 292 wherein the nucleic acid is a bacterial DNA. 



306. The method of Claim 292 wherein the nucleic acid is a fungal DNA. 
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307. The method of C&im 292 wherein the nucleic acid is a synthetic DNA, a 
synthetic RNA, a stnicturally-modir\ed natural or synthetic RNA, or a structurally-modified 
natural or synthetic DNA. 

308. The method of Claim 292 wherein the nucleic acid is from a biological 

source. 

309. The method of Claim 292^ wherein the nucleic acid is a product of a 
polymerase chain reaction amplification. 



3 1 0. The method of Claim 292 wherein thehucleic acid is contacted with the first 
and second types of nanoparticles simultaneously. 



31 1. The method of Claim 292 wherein the nucleic acid is contacted and 

\^ \ \ 

hybridized with the oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles before being contacted 
with the second type of nanoparticles. \ \ \ 

3 1 2. The method of Claim 3 1 1 wherein the\first type of nanoparticles is attached 
to a substrate. 



313. The method of Claim 292 wherein the nucleic acid is double-stranded and 
hybridization with the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles results in the production of a 
triple-stranded complex. 



314. A method of detecting a nucleic acid havingi^t least two portions comprising: 
providing a type of nanoparticles according to any one of Claims 253-265 
having recognition oligonucleotides attached thereto, the recognition oligonucleotides on 
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each nanoparticle comprising a sequence complementary to the sequence of at least two 
portions of the nucleic acid; 

contacting the nucleic acid and the nanoparticles under conditions effective 
to allow hybridization of the recognition oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the two 
or more portions of the nucleic ae^id; and 

observing a detectable change brought about by hybridization of the 
recognition oligonucleotides on the.nanoparticles with the nucleic acid. 

315. A method of detectingWcleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 
contacting the nucleic acid with at least two types of nanoparticles according 

to any one of Claims 253-263 having recognition oligonucleotides attached thereto, the 
recognition oligonucleotides on the firsptype of nanoparticles comprising a sequence 
complementary to a first portion of^e\sequence of the nucleic acid, the recognition 
oligonucleotides on the second type ofnanoparticles comprising a sequence complementary 
to a second portion of the sequence of the nueleiaa^idTthe contacting taking place under 
conditions effective to allow hybriaizationW the recognition oligonucleotides on the 
nanoparticles with the nucleic acid; anci \ | 

observing a detectable changeybrought about by hybridization of the 
recognition oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid. 

316. The method of Claim 3 1 5 wherein tiie contacting conditions include freezing 
and thawing. 

3 1 7. The method of Claim 3 1 5 wherein the contacting conditions include heating. 

318. The method of Claim 3 1 5 wherein the electable change is observed on a 
solid surface. 
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319. The method of Claim 3 1 S^herein the detectable change is a color change 
observable with the naked eye. 

320. The method of Claim 319 wherein the color change is observed on a solid 
surface. 

32 1 . The method of Claim 3 1 5 wherein the nanoparticles are metal nanoparticles 
or semiconductor nanoparticles. 

322. The method of Claim 321 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold. 



323 . The method of Claim 3 1 5 whereinlthe recognition oligonucleotides attached 
to the nanoparticles are labeled on their ends not attached to the nanoparticles with molecules 
that produce a detectable change upon hybridization of the^eeognition oligonucleotides on 
the nanoparticles with the nucleic acid. 



324. The method of Claim 323 wherein the nanoparticles are metallic or 
semiconductor nanoparticles and the recognition \ oligonucleotides attached to the 
nanoparticles are labeled with fluorescent molecules. 

325. The method of Claim 3 1 5 wherein: 
the nucleic acid has a third portion located between the first and second 

portions, and the sequences of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles do not include 

sequences complementary to this third portion of the nucleic acid; and 

the nucleic acid is further contacted with a filler oligonucleotide having a 

sequence complementary to this third portion of the nucleic acid, the contacting taking place 

under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the filler oligonucleotide with the nucleic 

» 

acid. 
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326. The method of Claim 3 1 5 wherein the nucleic acid is viral RNA or DNA. 

327. The method pf Claim 3 1 5 wherein the nucleic acid is a gene associated with 
a disease. 

328. The method of Claim 3 1 5 wherein the nucleic acid is a bacterial DNA. 

329. The method of Claim 3 1 5 wherein the nucleic acid is a fungal DNA. 

330. The method of Claim 315 wherein the nucleic acid is a synthetic DNA, a 
synthetic RNA, a structurally-modified natural or synthetic RNA, or a structurally-modified 
natural or synthetic DNA. 



C] 331. The method of Claim 315 wherein the nucleic acid is from a biological 



source. 



332. The method of Claim! 315 wherein the^nucleic acid is a product of a 



^ A polymerase chain reaction amplification. 

o 
a 



\ ■ ■ 

333. The method of Claim 3 1 51 wherein the nucleic acid is contacted with the first 

\ 

and second types of nanoparticles simultaneously. 



334. The method of Claim 315 whereimthe nucleic acid is contacted and 
hybridized with the recognition oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles before 
being contacted with the second type of nanoparticles. 

335. The method of Claim 334 wherein the first type of nanoparticles is attached 
to a substrate. 
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336. The method of Claim 315 wherein the nucleic acid is double-stranded and 
hybridization with the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles results in the production of a 
triple-stranded complex. 



337. A method of detecting a nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 

(a) contacting the nucleic acid with a substrate having oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, the oligonucleotides riaving a sequence complementary to a first portion of 
the sequence of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to 
allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the substrate with said nucleic acid; 

(b) contacting said nucleic acid bound to the substrate with a first type of 
nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates according to any one of Claims 237-240, at least one 
of the types of oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles of the conjugates having a 
sequence complementary to a second portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, the 
contacting taking place under conditions eni^ctive to allow hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles of th^ conjugates with said nucleic acid; and 

(c) observing a detectable change. 



338. The method of Claim 3371further comprising: 

(d) contacting the first typeW nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates bound 
to the substrate with a second type of nanoparticL-oligonucleotide conjugates according to 
any one of Claims 237-240, at least one of the types of oligonucleotides attached to the 
nanoparticles of the second type of conjugates having a sequence complementary to the 
sequence of one of the types of oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles of the first type 
of conjugates, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow hybridization 
of the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles of the first and second types of 
conjugates; and 

(e) observing the detectable change. 
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339. The method of Claim 338 wherein at least one of the types of oligonucleotides 
on the nanoparticles of the first type of conjugates has a sequence complementary to the 
sequence of at least one of the types of oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles of the second 
type of conjugates and the method further comprises: 

(f) contacting the second type of conjugates bound to the substrate with the 
first type of conjugates, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles of the first and second types of 
conjugates; and ^ 

(g) observing the detectable change. 



340. The method of Claim 339 wherein step (d) or steps (d) and (0 are repeated one 
or more times and the detectable change is observed. 



34 1 . The method of Claim 337^urther cohaprising: 

(d) providing a type, ^of binding oligonucleotides having a sequence 
comprising at least two portions, the first portion being complementary to at least one of the 
types of oligonucleotides attached to u\ejiaipp^ first type of conjugates; 

(e) contacting the binding oligonucleotides with the first type of conjugates 
bound to the substrate, the contacting|taking rllace under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the binding oligonucleotides withvthe oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles 
of the first type of conjugates; \ 

(f) providing a second type of nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates 
according to any one of Claims 237-240, at least^one of the types of oligonucleotides 
attached to the nanoparticles of the second type of conjugates having a sequence 
complementary to the second portion of the sequencelof the binding oligonucleotides; 

(g) contacting the binding oligonucleotides bound to the substrate with the 
second type of conjugates, the contacting taking placelunder conditions effective to allow 
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hybridization of the oligonucleotides, attached to the nanoparticles of the second type of 
conjugates with the binding oligonucleotides; and 
(h) observing the detectable change. 



342. The method of Claim 341 Wther comprising: 

(i) contacting the second type of conjugates bound to the substrate with the 
binding oligonucleotides, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the binding oligonucleotides with the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles 
of the second type of conjugates; \ 

(j) contacting the binding oligonucleotides bound to the substrate with the first 
type of conjugates, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles of the first type of conjugates with 



the binding oligonucleotides; and , 

(k) observing the detectable change. 



343. The method of Claim 342 wljej^histeps (e) and (g) or steps (e), (g), (i) and (j) 
are repeated one or more times, and the detectable change i 3 observed. 

344. The method of Claim 337 wherein the substrate is a transparent substrate or 
an opaque white substrate. 

345. The method of Claim 344 wherein the detectable change is the formation of 
dark areas on the substrate. 

346. The method of Claim 337 wherein the nanoparticles of the conjugates are 
metal nanoparticles or semiconductor nanoparticles. 
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347. The method of Cla^m 346 wherein the nanoparticles of the conjugates are 
made of gold or silver. 

348. The method of Claim 337 wherein the substrate has a plurality of types of 
oligonucleotides attached to it in an array to allow for the detection of multiple portions of 
a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both. 

349. The method of Claim 337^;!^^ the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the detectable change. 

350. The method of Claim 348 wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the detectable change. 

35 1 . The method of Claim 337 wherein theNJetectable change is observed with an 
optical scanner 




352. The method of Claim 351 wtereln the devke is a flatbed scanner. 

353. The method of Claim 351 Wherein the scanner is linked to a computer loaded 
with software capable of calculating grayscale! measurements, and the grayscale 
measurements are calculated, to provide a quantitativeyneasure of the amount of nucleic acid 
detected. 



354. The method of Claim 337 wherein the oligonucleotides attached to the 
substrate are located between two electrodes, the nanoparticles of the conjugates are made 
of a material which is a conductor of electricity, and the detectable change is a change in 
conductivity. 
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355. The method of Claim 3£4 wherein the electrodes are made of gold, and the 
nanoparticles are made of gold. 

356. The method of Claim 354 ^herein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the change in conductivity. 

357. The method of Claim 348 wherein each of the plurality of oligonucleotides 
attached to the substrate in the array is locatedWtween two electrodes, the nanoparticles are 
made of a material which is a conductor of electricity, and the detectable change is a change 
in conductivity. 

358. The method of Claim 357 wherein the electrodes are made of gold, and the 
nanoparticles are made of gold. 

359. The method of Claim 357 wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the change in conductivity. 

360. A method of detecting a nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 

(a) contacting the nucleic acid with a substrate having oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a first portion of 
the sequence of said nucleic acid, the contacting takinglplace under conditions effective to 
allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the substrate with said nucleic acid; 

(b) contacting said nucleic acid bound to the substrate with a first type of 
nanoparticles according to any one of Claims 243-250 having one or more types of 
recognition oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least one of the types of recognition 
oligonucleotides comprising a sequence complementary tea second portion of the sequence 
of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with said nucleic acid; and 
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(c) observing a detectable change. 

361 . The method of Claim 360 further comprising: 

(d) contacting the first type of nanoparticles bound to the substrate with a 
second type of nanoparticles according to any one of Claims 243-250 having recognition 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least one of the types of recognition oligonucleotides 
on the second type of nanoparticles comprising a sequence complementary to the sequence 
of one of the types of oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles, the contacting taking 
place under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the first 
and second types of nanoparticles; and ^ 

(e) observing the detectable change. 

362. The method of Claim 360 whereiAafle1is7"one of the types of recognition 
oligonucleotides on the first type of nanopartrcles^has a sequence complementary to the 
sequence of at least one of the types of oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles 
and the method further comprises: \ \ \^__ 

(f) contacting the second type of nan^articles^ourid to the substrate with the 
first type of nanoparticles, the contacting takjn^lace^under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the first and second types of nanoparticles; and 

(g) observing the detectable change. 

363. The method of Claim 362 wherein step (d) or sjeps (d) and (f) are repeated one 
or more times and the detectable change is observed. 

364. The method of Claim 360 further comprising: 
(d) providing a type of binding oligonucleotides having a sequence 

comprising at least two portions, the first portion being complementary to at least one of the 
types of oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles; 
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(e) contacting thabinding oligonucleotides with the first type of nanoparticles 
bound to the substrate, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the binding oligonucleotides with the oligonucleotides on the first type of 
nanoparticles; 

(f) providing a second type of nanoparticles according to any one of Claims 
243-250 having recognition oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least one of the types of 
recognition oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles comprising a sequence 
complementary to the second portion of the sequence of the binding oligonucleotides; 

(g) contacting the binding oligonucleotides bound to the substrate with the 
second type of nanoparticles, the contactingtaking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles with the binding 
oligonucleotides; and ^ 

(h) observing the detectable change. 



365. The method of Claim 364 fuitner comprising: 

(i) contacting the second type Hnanoparticie^ound to the substrate with the 
binding oligonucleotides, the contacting taking^race under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the binding oligonucleotidelwith the\oligonucleotides on the second type 
of nanoparticles; \| \ ^ 

(j) contacting the binding oligonucleotidesWind to the substrate with the first 
type of nanoparticles, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the first type of\nanoparticIes with the binding 
oligonucleotides; and 

(k) observing the detectable change. 



366. The method of Claim 365 wherein steps (e) and (g) or steps (e), (g), (i) and (j) 

\ 

are repeated one or more times, and the detectable change is observed. 
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367. The method of Qlaim 360 wherein the substrate is a transparent substrate or 
an opaque white substrate. 

368. The method of Clah\i 367 wherein the detectable change is the formation of 
dark areas on the substrate. 

369. The method of Claim 3 k 60 wherein the nanoparticles are metal nanoparticles 
or semiconductor nanoparticles. 

370. The method of Claim 3 $9 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold or 

silver. 



37 1. The method of Claim 360 wljexein the substrate has a plurality of types of 
oligonucleotides attached to it in an array to allow for the detection of multiple portions of 
a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both. 



372. The method of Claim 46O whefeirrthq substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the detectable change. 

3 73 . The method of Claim X? 1 wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the detectable change. 

375. The method of Claim 360 wherein ^the detectable change is observed with an 
optical scanner 

376. The method of Claim 375 wherein the\device is a flatbed scanner. 
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377. The method of Claim 375 wherein the scanner is linked to a computer loaded 
with software capable of calculating greyscale measurements, and the grayscale 
measurements are calculated, to provide a quantitative measure of the amount of nucleic acid 
detected. 



378. The method of Claim \360 wherein the oligonucleotides attached to the 
substrate are located between two electrodes, the nanoparticles are made of a material which 
is a conductor of electricity, and the detectable change is a change in conductivity. 



379. The method of Claim 378 wherein the electrodes are made of gold, and the 
nanoparticles are made of gold. 

3 80, The method of Claim 378,wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the change in conductivity^ 



381 . The method of Claim 37U wherein-each of the plurality of oligonucleotides 
attached to the substrate in the array is located between twb electrodes, the nanoparticles are 
made of a material which is a conductorjof electricity, and t the detectable change is a change 
in conductivity. 



382. The method of Claim 381 wherein the electrodes are made of gold, and the 
nanoparticles are made of gold. 

383 . The method of Claim 381 wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the change in conductivity. 

384. A method of detecting a nucleic acid havingat least two portions comprising: 
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(a) contacting the nucleic acid with a substrate having oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, the oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a first portion of 
the sequence of said nucleic acid, W contacting taking place under conditions effective to 
allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the substrate with said nucleic acid; 

(b) contacting said nucleic acid bound to the substrate with a first type of 
nanoparticles according to any oneW Claims 253-263 having one or more types of 
recognition oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least one of the types of recognition 
oligonucleotides comprising a sequence complementary to a second portion of the sequence 
of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the recognition oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with said nucleic acid; 
and 

(c) observing a detectable change. 

385. The method of Claim 384 f/me^c^omprisin^: 

(d) contacting the first type of nanoparticles ftound'to the substrate with a 
second type of nanoparticles according to any oneW-Claims 253-263having recognition 
oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least|one of the\^pes of recognition oligonucleotides 
on the second type of nanoparticles comprising a sequence complementary to the sequence 
of one of the types of oligonucleotides on the first type oflnanoparticles, the contacting taking 
place under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the first 
and second types of nanoparticles; and 

(e) observing the detectable change. 



386. The method of Claim 385 wherein at least one of the types of recognition 
oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles comprises a sequence complementary to 
the sequence of at least one of the types of oligonucleotides on the second type of 
nanoparticles and the method further comprises: 
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(f) contacting the second type of nanoparticles bound to the substrate with the 
first type of nanoparticles. the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the first and second types of nanoparticles; and 

(g) observingVhe detectable change. 



387. The method of Claim 386 wherein step (d) or steps (d) and (f) are repeated one 
or more times and the detectable change is observed. 

388. The method of Claim\384 further comprising: 

(d) providing a type\of binding oligonucleotides having a sequence 
comprising at least two portions, the first portion being complementary to at least one of the 
types of oligonucleotides on the first type/of nanoparticles; 

(e) contacting the binding/oligonucleotides with the first type of nanoparticles 
bound to the substrate, the contacting/ taking pla\e under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the binding oligonucleotides with the oligonucleotides on the first type of 
nanoparticles; 

(f) providing a second typfe^f nanoparticles according to any one of Claims 
253-263having recognition oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least one of the types of 
recognition oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles comprising a sequence 
complementary to the second portion of the sequence of the binding oligonucleotides; 

(g) contacting the binding oligonucleotides bound to the substrate with the 
second type of nanoparticles, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles with the binding 
oligonucleotides; and 

(h) observing the detectable change. 



389. The method of Claim 388 further comprising: 

\ 
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(i) contacting the second type of nanoparticles bound to the substrate with the 
binding oligonucleotides, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the binding\>ligonucleotides with the oligonucleotides on the second type 
of nanoparticles; 

(j) contacting theMbinding oligonucleotides bound to the substrate with the first 
type of nanoparticles, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles with the binding 
oligonucleotides; and \ 

(k) observing the detectable change. 



390. The method of Claim 389 wherein steps (e) and (g) or steps (e), (g), (i) and (j) 
are repeated one or more times, and the detectable change is observed. 



39 1 . The method of Claim 384 wherein the substrate is a transparent substrate or 
an opaque white substrate. 



392. The method of Claim\59l wherein the detectable change is the formation of 
dark areas on the substrate. 




3 93 . The method of Claim 3 §4 wherein the nanoparticles are metal nanoparticles 
or semiconductor nanoparticles. 

394. The method of Claim 393 wherein the^nanoparticles are made of gold or 

silver 



395. The method of Claim 384 wherein the substrate has a plurality of types of 
oligonucleotides attached to it in an array to allow for the detection of multiple portions of 
a single nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both. 
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396. The method of Claihi 3 84 wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the detectable change. \ 

372. The method of Claim 395 wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the detectable change. 

398. The method of Claim 384 wherein the detectable change is observed with an 
optical scanner 

399. The method of Claim 398 wherein the device is a flatbed scanner. 



400. The method of Claim 398 wherein the scanner is linked to a computer loaded 
with software capable of calculating greys^le^nt^asurements, and the greyscale 
measurements are calculated, to provide a quantitative measure of the amount of nucleic acid 
detected. 

401. The method of Claim 38^ wherdn^e^oligonucleotides attached to the 
substrate are located between two electrode$lthe nanoparticles are^made of a material which 
is a conductor of electricity, and the detectable change is a change in conductivity. 

\ \ * 

402. The method of Claim 401 wherein the electrodes are made of gold, and the 
nanoparticles are made of gold. 



403. The method of Claim 401 wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the change in conductivity. 



404. The method of Claim 397 wherein each of the plurality of oligonucleotides 
attached to the substrate in the array is located between two electrodes, the nanoparticles are 
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made of a material which is a conductor of electricity, and the detectable change is a change 
in conductivity. 

405. The method of Claim 404 wherein the electrodes are made of gold, and the 
nanoparticles are made of gold. 

406. The method of Claim 404 wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the change in conductivity. 

407. A method of detecting a nucleic acid having at least two portions comprising: 

(a) contacting the nucleic Vid with a substrate having oligonucleotides 
attached thereto, the oligonucleotides be^'located between a pair of electrodes, the 
oligonucleotides having a sequence complementary to a first portion of the sequence of said 
nucleic acid, the contacting taking placeholder conditions effective to allow hybridization of 
the oligonucleotides on the substrate toth said nucleid acid; 

(b) contacting said nucleic acid boundWuie'substrate with a first type of 
nanoparticles, the nanoparticles being made^airTateri|l which can conduct electricity, the 
nanoparticles having one or more typesltf oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least one of 
the types of oligonucleotides having a |equence complementary to a second portion of the 
sequence of said nucleic acid, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with said nucleic acid; and 

(c) detecting a change in conductivity. 



408. The method of Claim 407 wherein the substrate has a plurality of pairs of 
electrodes located on it in an array to allow for the detection of multiple portions of a single 
nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both, each of the pairs of 
electrodes having a type of oligonucleotides attached to the substrate between them. 
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409. The method of Claim 407 wherein the nanoparticles are made of metal. 

410. The method of Claim 407 wherein the nanoparticles are made of gold or 



silver. 



411. The method of Claim 407 wherein the substrate is contacted with silver stain 
to produce the change in conductivity. 

412. The method of Claim 407 further comprising: 
(d) contacting the first type^naf^particles bound to the substrate with a 

second type of nanoparticles, the nanoparticles being made of a material which can conduct 
p electricity, the nanoparticles having oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least one of the 

types of oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles comprising a sequence 



%! complementary to the sequence of one of the types (^oligonucleotides on the first type of 

^ nanoparticles, the contacting taking piace undenconditions effective to allow hybridization 

\^ \ \ 
of the oligonucleotides on the first and second types of nanoparticles; and 

* (e) detecting the change, in conductivity. 

G \ 

N s 413. The method of Claim 412 wherein at least one of the types of oligonucleotides 

on the first type of nanoparticles has a sequence complementary to the sequence of at least 
one of the types of oligonucleotides on the second type of nanoparticles and the method 
further comprises: ^ 



(f) contacting the second type of nanoparticles bound to the substrate with the 
first type of nanoparticles, the contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the first and second types of nanoparticles; and 

(g) detecting the change in conductivity, \ 
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414. The method of ClairVi 413 wherein step (d) or steps (d) and (f) are repeated one 
or more times and the change in conductivity is detected. 



415 The method of Claim 407 further comprising: 

(d) contacting the first type of nanoparticles bound to the substrate with an 
aggregate probe having oligonucleotides attached thereto, the nanoparticles of the aggregate 
probe being made of a material whicmcan conduct electricity, at least one of the types of 
oligonucleotides on the aggregate probe comprising a sequence complementary to the 
sequence of one of the types of oligonucleotides on the first type of nanoparticles, the 
contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides on the aggregate probe ^th^ the oligonucleotides on the first type of 
nanoparticles; 

(e) and detecting the change in conductivity. 



416. A method of detecting nucleic acid having-at'least two portions comprising: 

(a) contacting a nucleic acia^mTasubstrate having oligonucleotides attached 
thereto, the oligonucleotides being located between a pair of electrodes, the oligonucleotides 
having a sequence complementary to a first portion of the sequence of said nucleic acid, the 
contacting taking place under conditions effective to allow hybridization of the 
oligonucleotides on the substrate with said nucleic acid; 

(b) contacting said nucleic acid bound to the substrate with an aggregate probe 
having oligonucleotides attached thereto, at least one of the types of oligonucleotides on the 
aggregate probe comprising a sequence complementary to the sequence of a second portion 
of said nucleic acid, the nanoparticles of the aggregate probe being made of a material which 
can conduct electricity, the contacting taking place^under conditions effective to allow 
hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the aggregate^probe with the nucleic acid; and 

(c) detecting a change in conductivity. \ 
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4 1 7. A method of detecl^ng a nucleic acid wherein the method is performed on a 
substrate, the method comprising detecting the presence, quantity, or both, of the nucleic acid 
with an optical scanner. 

4 18. The method of Claim 417\wherein the device is a flatbed scanner. 



4 1 9. The method of Claim 4 1 7 wherein the scanner is linked to a computer loaded 
with software capable of calculating greyscale measurements, and the greyscale 
measurements are calculated, to provide a quantitative measure of the amount of nucleic acid 
detected. 



420. The method of Claim 417 wherein the scanner is linked to a computer loaded 

/ \ \ 

with software capable of providing an image.of the substrate, and a qualitative determination 
of the presence of the nucleic acid, the quantity of the nucleic acid, or both, is made. 



421. A kit comprising a container 
according to any one of Claims 237-242. 




led^ngnanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates 



422. A kit comprising a container holding nanoparticles according to any one of 
Claims 243-265. 

423. A kit comprising a substrate having attached thereto at least one pair of 
electrodes with oligonucleotides attached to the substrate\between the electrodes. 



424. The kit of Claim 423 wherein the substrate has a plurality of pairs of 
electrodes attached to it in an array, to allow for the detection of multiple portions of a single 
nucleic acid, the detection of multiple different nucleic acids, or both. 
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425 . A method of nanofabrication comprising 

providing at least one type of linking oligonucleotide having a selected 
sequence, the sequence of each type^of linking oligonucleotide having at least two portions; 

providing one or more types of nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates 
according to any one of Claims 237-2^2, the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles 
of each of the types of conjugates having a sequence complementary to the sequence of a 
portion of a linking oligonucleotide; and 

contacting the linking oligonucleotides and conjugates under conditions 
effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles of the 
conjugates to the linking oligonucleotides so that a desired nanomaterial or nanostructure is 
formed wherein the nanoparticles of the conjugates are held together by oligonucleotide 



connectors. 



426. A method of nanofabriiation comprising 

providing at least one lype of linking^oligonucleotide having a selected 
sequence, the sequence of each type of linking oli'goi^le'otidehaving at least two portions; 

providing one or more types ofnanoparticles according to any one of Claims 
243-265, the recognition oligonucleotides on each of mistypes of nanoparticles comprising 
a sequence complementary to the sequence of a portion of a linking oligonucleotide; and 

contacting the linking oligonucleotides and nanoparticles under conditions 
effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles to the linking 
oligonucleotides so that a desired nanomaterial or nanostructure is formed wherein the 
nanoparticles are held together by oligonucleotide connectors. 




427. A method of nanofabrication comprising: 

providing at least two types of nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates 
according to any one of Claims 237-242, / 
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the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles of the first type of 
conjugates having a sequence complementary to that of the oligonucleotides attached to the 
nanoparticles of the second type of conjugates; 

the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles of the second type of 
conjugates having a sequence complementary to that of the oligonucleotides attached to the 
nanoparticles of the first type of conjugates; and 

contacting the first andVecond types of conjugates under conditions effective 
to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles of the conjugates to each 
other so that a desired nanomaterial or rianostructure is formed. 



428. A method of nanofabrication comprising: 

providing at least two types of nanoparticles according to any one of Claims 



243-265, 



A \ 

the recognition oligonucleotides^ the first type of nanoparticles comprising 
a sequence complementary to that of the oligonucleotides ^n the second of the nanoparticles; 

the recognition oligonudeotide^^ type of nanoparticles 

comprising a sequence complementary^to-that of the oligonucleotides on the first type of 
nanoparticles; and \ \ I 

contacting the first and second types of nanoparticles under conditions 
effective to allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides^ the nanoparticles to each other so 
that a desired nanomaterial or nanostructure is formedA 



429. Nanomaterials or nanostructures composed of nanoparticle-oligonucleotide 
conjugates according to any one of Claims 237-242, the nanoparticles being held together 
by oligonucleotide connectors. 



430. Nanomaterials or nanostructures composed of nanoparticles according to any 
one of Claims 243-265, the nanoparticles being held together by { oligonucleotide connectors. 
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43 1 . A method of separating a lelected nucleic acid having at least two portions 
from other nucleic acids, the method comprising: 

providing two or more types of nanoparticle-oligonucleotide conjugates 
according to any one of Claims 237-242, the oligonucleotides attached to the nanoparticles 
of each of the types of conjugates having a sequence complementary to the sequence of one 
of the portions of the selected nucleic acid; and 

contacting the nucleic acids and conjugates under conditions effective to 
allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides odjthe nanoparticles of the conjugates with the 
selected nucleic acid so that the conjugates hybridized to the selected nucleic acid aggregate 
and precipitate. 



432. A method of separating a selected nucleic acid having at least two portions 
from other nucleic acids, the method comprising: ^ 

providing two or more types of nanoparticles according to any one of Claims 
243-265, the oligonucleotides on each of the types of nanoparticles having a sequence 
complementary to the sequence of one of the portions of the selected nucleic acid; and 

contacting the nucleic acids and nanoparticles under conditions effective to 
allow hybridization of the oligonucleotides on the nanoparticles with the selected nucleic 
acid so that the nanoparticles hybridized to the selected nucleic acid aggregate and 
precipitate. 
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